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               BEMIDJI TOWNSHIP




     148 Carr Lake Road SE

      Bemidji, MN  56601 
         (218) 333-3617


      bemtwnsp@paulbunyan.net
	Town Board Meeting Schedule

(the Town Board usually meets the second Monday of each month)

July 13, 2009                                       December 14, 2009                           

August 10, 2009                                 January 11, 2010

September 14, 2009                            February 8, 2010

October 13, 2009                                 March 8, 2010

 (October 12 is Columbus Day)
November 9, 2009                               March 9, 2010
                                                              (Annual Meeting and Election)
The Board of Audit is held in February, prior to the Annual Meeting.  

The Restructuring Meeting is held in late March after the Township Election.  

The Board of Review and Road Review are held in May.

Volunteer Opportunities

Flower Beds:  The flower beds at the Town Hall need reconstructing and planting.               Anyone interested in taking a look at this project is urged to call 467-3401 and arrange a meeting to discuss the possibilities.
New Sign at Farmers Beach:  The backing on the sponsored signage needs to be replaced.   If you are interested in taking a look at this project please call 444-3837 and arrange a meeting.

JPC positions:  The Joint Planning Commission is a 12-member citizens committee that is charged with long-range planning for the Greater Bemidji Joint Planning Area.   The Commission reviews zoning applications, holds public hearings and advises the Joint Planning Board on matters of development, zoning and capital improvements.  Regular meetings are held on the 4th Thursday every month (with occasional special meetings) and Commission members are paid $50 for each meeting attended.
Town Board positions:  The Bemidji Township election is held on the second Tuesday of March.  Candidates must sign an Affidavit of Candidacy in early January to be listed on the ballot (see web page for further information).  Regular meetings are held on the 2nd Monday of each month.  Town Board members deal with issues pertaining to township roads, signs, weeds, animal control, legal, fire, and Joint Governance, a true “grassroots” governing body.



Town Board

   Officers

Becky Livermore

   Chair

    751-8746

Jan Heuer

   Supervisor

   444-3837

Joan McKinnon

   Supervisor

   751-8798

John Rowles

   Supervisor

   751-1634

Lowell Vagle

   Supervisor

   766-9641
Lanee Paulson

   Clerk

   467-3401

Tim Wang

   Treasurer

   444-9866
Representatives on the

Joint Planning Board:

Becky Livermore and

   Joan McKinnon

Representatives on the

Joint Planning 

Commission:

George Stowe

   444-6847

Scott Peterson

   444-2371

Joe McKinnon

   751-8798

Animal Control 

Officer:

Dolf Corvalli

   760-6651
	Committee Reports from the 

March 17, 2009 Annual Meeting

Roads
Snowmass Drive was accepted as a township road this year since it has now met township standards.  The township spent a large amount of “roads money” on Tyler Avenue again this year.  The mile of Tyler between Roosevelt Road and Mill Street was paved after the base was built up.  Road repair and maintenance issues were identified during the annual Road Review on May 9, 2008 and a follow-up review was done on August 29, 2008.  Graveling, pothole repairs, patching and an overlay on Lakeview Drive was completed based on the Road Reviews.  
Signs
Sign installations and replacements have been completed as contracted with the Beltrami County Highway Department.  Signage needs/changes identified on the May 9, 2008, Annual Road Review were upgraded, removed and/or installed.  The majority of signage has been done on Tyler Avenue where speed limit signs, “5 ton load limit” signs, “Stop Ahead” signage and “Watch for Children” signs have been placed.  There was also some cost associated with trimming trees to improve the visibility of signs.
Animal Control

BRACO shows the following statistics for Bemidji Township for 2008:

Complaints received

122 reported 

Animal bites


   1 reported

Citations issued


   1 reported

Animals impounded

 35 reported

Rural Fire Association Information
The RFA estimated Bemidji Township must levy $52,000 for rural fire protection.   This amount may be decreased if Fern Township, Lake Hattie Township and Schoolcraft Township are accepted into the RFA.  The RFA bought a new tanker truck in 2008 rather than waiting until 2009, saving $12,000 for buying early.  The Fire Department now has a satellite site east of Bemidji (Magnuson building), which helps with response time.  Due to these improvements, township residents get a better fire rating. 
JPB/JPC

Currently the JPB office is open Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the lower level of City Hall.  Each local government unit (LGU) supports the JPB financially and is broken down percentage wise proportionally with the number of projects/actions handled by the JPB.  Currently Bemidji Township contributes 20%. The 2009 fund request reflects a 17% decrease in contributions required from the LGU’s.  (See also “Zoning and Building Permits”)



    Rental Properties Ordinance
The purpose of the Rental Properties Ordinance is to protect the health, safety and welfare of all residents of Bemidji Township through regulation of rental dwelling properties located throughout the township.
The ordinance applies to all rental dwelling units located within the boundaries of Bemidji Township where the owner or legally recorded contract purchaser does not live on the premises (same parcel of land).

Rental permits shall be granted to all rental dwellings provided they comply with minimum conditions listed in the ordinance (see the township web page under “Ordinances” or call the town office to request a copy of the ordinance).  It is the responsibility of the rental owner to obtain all required inspections.  Rental permits remain in effect for a maximum of three years and then they must be renewed.
                       Schedule of Fees
                        (amended March 30, 2009)

Rental Permit Fee                         $ 250

After the fact Violation                   $ 500

Renewal Rental Permit Fee          $ 100

After the fact Violation                   $ 200

Special Meeting Fee                     $ 400

          Nuisance Ordinance

The Bemidji Township Nuisance Ordinance was enacted and effective September 13, 2004 with the purpose of protecting the health, safety and welfare, and property values of all residents of Bemidji Township through regulations of nuisances that affect residents throughout the township.

A listing of the public nuisances affecting health, peace and safety, plus the added section on “Graffiti as a Public Nuisance” can be viewed on the township web page.

             Sign Replacement Information

All townships are required to have an inventory of regulatory and warning signage done by 2012. Each township also needs a program which states how the township plans on replacing and paying for regulatory and warning signage that must meet Federal Sign Reflectivity Standards by 2015.
	Election Information/Annual Meeting
Bemidji Township elections for Town Supervisors are held each year, the second Tuesday in March. Notice is posted and published for town offices to be elected, for dates candidates must file affidavits of candidacy with the town clerk, and the date of the election (including bad weather dates).  Filing for Town Supervisor is determined by MN Statute.  This year the filing period was open from December 30, 2008, through January 13, 2009. 

Town supervisors set policy by making choices from a wide range of options. The challenges for supervisors include identifying what the available options are based on the town’s legal authority, following a proper decision making process, taking the statutorily required steps to implement the selected option, and following through with the implementation of the option. 

The Annual Meeting is held following the election. Township eligible voters that attend the annual meeting will vote for the amount of tax they want to levy for the following year.  This is the only level of government in the United States where the voters determine how much they want to be taxed.
The Annual Meeting date and time for 2010 is Tuesday, March 9, 2010, at 8:15 p.m. with March 16, 2010, as an alternate in case of bad weather.  

Budget/Levy for 2010 approved  at the
March 17, 2009, Annual Meeting

General Fund                            $118,000.00
Road/Bridge                              $199,000.00

Fire                                            $ 52,000.00
TOTAL                                      $369,000.00
Zoning and Building Permits
A Joint Powers Agreement for the provision of Planning and Zoning Services was made and entered into between the City of Bemidji, Northern Township and Bemidji Township in late 2004.  The purpose of the Joint Powers Agreement is to promote efficient and effective delivery of planning, zoning and subdivision services to residents in the participating jurisdictions.  Responsibilities also include shore land management, land use controls and planning, septic system permitting and inspection, subdivision controls, and sign regulation. 
Please refer to the Greater Bemidji Area Joint Planning Board web site for permit information:  www.jpbgba.org
JPB staff are available at the Bemidji Town Hall on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each month from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Call 759-3579 for an appointment.


      Town Hall Rental Information

The Bemidji Town Hall was renovated in 2008 and a kitchen area, storage room and office were added.  The hall area is larger and more suitable for baby showers, birthday parties, meetings, etc.  Please stop by and check it out!!!

A basic policy agreement must be signed by each potential user of the Town Hall (see web page for “Policy Agreement”
The following charges apply to users of the town hall:

Usage fee:  $25.00 deposit (to be returned when the

                               premises are approved after use)

RESIDENTS:  Non profit             $25/meeting

                       Profit                     $50/meeting

NON RESIDENTS:  Non profit    $50/meeting

                                 Profit           $90/meeting

GOVERNMENT GROUPS:         $50/meeting
Donation Information
Bemidji Township is limited by law in what contribution it may make to applications and pertinent information is requested from each applicant to assist the Board and township residents in making a decision on whether a donation may be made under Minnesota law.  Bemidji Township is not obligated to make donations and the Township’s first consideration is always its responsibilities to the taxpayers.
The following donations were approved for 2009:

Paul Bunyan Senior Center           $2,000

Bemidji Public Library                    $1,000

Beltrami County Historical Center  $  500
Minnesota Association of Townships

The Minnesota Association of Townships is a voluntary membership organization representing 1,785 of Minnesota's 1,786 organized townships and nearly 9,000 elected township officers. 

MAT travels the state every year to reach each area of the state and offer training opportunities for town officers.  Town officers are able to attend sessions on duties and legal responsibilities, election responsibilities, road and transportation issues, fire departments, legislative resolutions and bills, property valuation, state auditing procedures, financing and budget issues, enforcing town ordinances, and ask questions of MAT attorneys.  MAT also provides town officers with a newsletter.  The website for MAT is www.mntownships.org, which has an Information Library to provide pertinent information to township officers.
	Annexation Info and Meetings
The City of Bemidji, Northern Township and Bemidji Township entered into an agreement for orderly annexation of certain property in late 2004.  The properties within the Orderly Annexation Area shall be annexed over a period of fifteen years.  Phase I properties shall be annexed after January 1, 2010.  (A map of the areas to be annexed in 2010 are at the Bemidji and Northern Town Halls, and at the JPB office - City Hall-lower level.)
Upon annexation the City of Bemidji shall provide annexed properties the same services entitled to similarly situated properties within the jurisdiction of the City.  Available city services include, but are not limited to the following:  Law enforcement and fire protection services, Sewer and water, Parks, and Streets and Roads.
Bemidji Township would like to have a meeting with those residents in the 2010 Orderly Annexation Area.  Dates and times for these meetings are scheduled as follows:

         ------- MEETINGS POSTPONED (Meetings will be scheduled at a later date) ------
City and township officials will be present to answer questions.  
Also provided will be a packet of materials outlining policies/personnel/ on animal control, city code, licenses, fee schedules, assessments, rental/building inspections, parks and recreation, public works and utility billing (information not limited to this list).



Bemidji Township

148 Carr Lake Road SE

Bemidji, MN  56601







