BEMIDJI TOWNSHIP TOWN BOARD

REGULAR BOARD MEETING

Wednesday, March 21, 2012

 MINUTES

PRESENT:  Jan Heuer, Pete Fredrickson, Brian Merschman, John Rowles, Lowell Vagle, Lanee Paulson, and Tim Wang

CALL TO ORDER:  The regular meeting of the Bemidji Township Town Board was called to order at 6:08 p.m. by Chairperson Jan Heuer and the pledge of allegiance was recited.

AGENDA:  John Rowles made a motion, seconded by Lowell Vagle, to approve the agenda as printed  Motion carried unanimously. 

CONSTITUENTS  (see attached attendance sheet)

Constituents asked if legal counsel has met with township officials and/or city officials regarding annexation.  The Board stated they will meet at a closed session at 6:00 p.m. on April 2, 2012, or April 5, 2012, so that they can discuss questions and concerns regarding annexation to talk over with John Steffenhagen, Hellmuth and Johnson, at a meeting to be determined.  The Board will meet with Mr. Steffenhagen at a closed meeting on either April 12, 19 or 26, 2012, beginning at 5:30 p.m., to discuss strategies and concerns.  The Board will then meet with City Officials regarding annexation.
Greg Moen, Lakes Area Dive Team, was present to discuss the townships possible donation to the Lakes Area Dive Team.

One constituent wondered about Board meetings dates for 2012-2013 and was informed that the Board will meet on the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 6:00 p.m. at the Bemidji Township Hall for their regular Town Board meetings.  

Constituents were also informed that Jan Heuer and Pete Fredrickson are appointed as representatives to the JPB.  

Board members stated they need to start talking about newsletter items soon.

PLANNING ADMINISTRATOR REPORT:  Mayana Rice, JPB Planning Administrator, submitted a written report dated March 5, 2012 (copy is attached).  There was no discussion held on the report.
JPC REPRESENTATIVE:  Joe McKinnon, JPC representative, was present to discuss the following from the February 23, 2012, JPC meeting and presented a written report (see attached):

Planning cases:  

· Whelan Properties, Rezone – JPC recommended approval of the request rezoning property from B-1 to R-6. 

· Upper Mississippi Mental Health Care, Interim Use Permit – JPC recommended approval of the IUP which will allow use of tobacco for ceremonial purposes (air handling equipment will be installed).

· Paul Yule, Interim Use Permit – JPC recommended approval of the dog day care and pet grooming IUP.  There will be an outside exercise area with screening with conditions that pets are to be allowed outside no more than one hour and no later than 7:00 p.m.  The septic system will be monitored as this building was used as a cabinet shop before.  No dogs will be kept overnight.

· Ross Pederson and C. M. Monson, Inc., Interim Use Permit – JPC recommended approval of the IUP which will allow the property at 1605 Paul Bunyan Drive NW to be used as a car lot.  The owner stated they will have no more than 15 display cars and there is room for customer parking.

Mr. McKinnon stated the JPC also discussed proposed changes to the Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Amendments that had been worked on in January and reviewed by the JPB attorney.  Three items were discussed in depth:  

1) R-3 Zoning District:  The majority of the existing R-3 lots are less than 2 acres now so the JPC recommended changing the size requirement from 2 acres to 1 acre. 

2) Agricultural district/Farm animals.  The JPC will look into discussing a change to an agricultural zone with property owners in Bemidji Township.  There was no support from JPC members to make changes to the existing ordinance regarding farm animals in platted areas as JPC members believe the existing language allows for and should allow for some small animals in some areas with conditions. 

3) Tree requirements in Industrial Zones:  The JPC recommends reducing the tree requirements by one half.

The March meeting of the JPC was cancelled as there are no planning/zoning requests.  Mr. McKinnon stated that having a Township Board meeting on the fourth Tuesday of the month will allow for JPC representatives to get input from the Town Board prior to the JPC meeting (which meets on the fourth Thursday of each month).

Joan McKinnon stated the JPB approved all the recommendations of the JPC at their regular meeting.

MINUTES:  
Lowell Vagle made a motion, seconded by Brian Merschman, to approve the minutes of 

February 15, 2012, (Regular meeting) as printed.  Motion carried unanimously.

Lowell Vagle made a motion, seconded by Brian Merschman,, to approve the minutes of 

February 22, 2012, (Board of Audit/Work Session) as printed.  Motion carried unanimously.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Roads:  

Little Norway Avenue:  Mike Luggar, Clearwater Paving, had submitted a quote for paving the one mile of Little Norway which included a width of 21’-22’, 2’ bump-outs at entrance roads and approaches, 2” blacktop overlay, filling in potholes, placing tack coat, Class 5 for shouldering and sweeping roadway clean before and after project for a cost of $98,500.  Knife River submitted a quote for paving 5,260’ of Little Norway which included a width of 21’, 2’ bump-outs at residential entrances and cross streets, 2” hot mix asphalt, filling in potholes, and placing tack coat, for a total of $90,300.  Knife River did not provide shouldering cost estimates but indicated “price does not include shouldering but we will provide one upon request”.

Board members stated both companies were given the same verbal information when a quote was requested.  John Rowles was to contact the companies and request a quote for work on the one mile of Little Norway.  Board members wondered if specifications had been developed for the project (NOTE:  The minutes reflect that John Rowles was to request quotes and the Board did not develop specifications for the project).  Board members stated these companies are in the business of road work and both had the same opportunity to include and/or exclude items in their proposals.  These companies should be able to deliver a quote that is complete, provides for township safety to its residents, and not one that we have to ask for more information (example:  “price does not include shouldering but we will provide one upon request”).  Board members were also concerned with Knife River not adding “sweeping roadway clean before and after project”.  It was noted that Knife River’s proposal stated it could be withdrawn if not accepted within 5 days of the February 13, 2012 proposal date.  Clearwater Paving stated it could be withdrawn if not accepted within 60 days of the February 25, 2012 proposal date.

Pete Fredrickson made a motion, seconded by Lowell Vaglem to accept Clearwater Paving’s quote to pave one mile of Little Norway at a cost of $98,500.  Motion carried with one nay (Merschman).

Calcium Chloride:  Bruce Hasbargen, County Highway Department, has stated they are almost done with the process of getting bids from vendors to apply calcium chloride to county roads.  John Rowles and Pete Fredrickson will follow up with Mr. Hasbargen to find out the vendor and contact this vendor to apply calcium chloride to Fox Drive this spring.

Signs:   No report.

Animal Control:   Lowell Vagle will attend the meeting on April 25, 2012.

Legal Issues:   This item was covered under “Constituents”.

Fire:   John Rowles will attend the meeting in April.

Weeds:   No report.

BATO:   Lowell Vagle will attend the meeting on April 24, 2012.
Joint Governance:   

JPC member:  Joan McKinnon contacted Monty Eidem regarding whether he wants to continue as a JPC member or have the Board appoint another JPC member next month.  Mr. Eidem stated he would like to finish his term (approximately December 2012).

TREASURER’S REPORT

Tim Wang presented the treasurer’s report as follows:

Beginning Balance                     $ 583,415.72

Receipts

    Money Market Int.  $
159.90

    Town Hall Rent
75.00









    Beltrami County
6,250.29
                   Total       $  6,485.19

   Disbursements

      General       
17,513.99

      Road & Bridge   
4,500.26


      Fire
.00
          Total     
$  22,014.25

Ending Balance  2-29-12
          $  567,886.66

Lowell Vagle made a motion, seconded by John Rowles, to approve the Treasurer’s Report as printed.  Motion carried with the following vote:  Ayes: Heuer, Fredrickson, Merschman, Rowles, Vagle. This report was filed subject to audit.

BILLS

Pete Fredrickson made a motion, seconded by Lowell Vagle, to approve the payment of checks 8994 to 9015 (see attached Claims List and Net Pay Distribution lists) and to approve the Beltrami Electric, First National Bank, Minnesota Energy, Ottertail Power and Paul Bunyan Telephone automatic withdrawals.  Motion carried with the following vote:  Ayes: Heuer, Fredrickson, Merschman, Rowles, Vagle.

The Board requested the clerk not send out the Greater Bemidji Area Joint Planning Board check until closer to April 1, 2012.

Bills will be paid on the second Tuesday regular Board meeting date only (once a month).

Mr. Wang will wait to have new signatures on the bank forms until after a new clerk has been hired.
OTHER BUSINESS

Donation requests:   Donation request forms were received from the Bemidji Public Library, Beltrami County Senior Citizen Council on Aging, Beltrami Historical Society and Lakes Area Dive Team.  

Greg Moen, training officer for the Lakes Area Dive Team, was present to show the Board some of the equipment (dry suit) to Dive Team uses and to request a donation to help with the monies needed for the extensive training required and equipment expenses.  Currently the Dive Team assists in Beltrami County issues but does not get reimbursed by Beltrami County.  Hubbard and Cass County each provide $5,000 a year to the Dive Team.  The clerk stated she talked with a Beltrami County Commissioner and he stated that he knew of no request from the Dive Team (he is a relatively new member).  The Board requested Mr. Moen get on the agenda for the County Commissioners meeting and request funding.  Mr. Moen stated they did help Beltrami County at an incident and costs totaled over $11,000 (excludes labor).  This cost estimate was given to the County Sheriff’s office but no monies were given to the Dive Team by any Beltrami County agency to help reimburse expenses.  Although the Dive Team would not be considered eligible for donations as it is not listed under Minn. Statutes, funds could be donated to the County Sheriff’s office and earmarked for the Lakes Area Dive Team (NOTE:  clerk verified this information through the MAT attorney).  Board members discussed requiring a Beltrami County match for donations.

Board members discussed the legality of giving donations to the Bemidji Public Library and Beltrami Historical Society and requested the clerk get more information from the MAT attorney regarding this (see attached “Contributions and Donations by Townships”).  Specifically, this information states towns may contract with a library board to loan materials to residents of the township and may expend funds incurred in the construction of a library.  Also, a Town Board may expend only up to .02418 percent of it taxable market value to be paid to a county historical society.
Lowell Vagle made a motion, seconded by Pete Fredrickson, to approve the following donations requests totaling $4,000.00:

$2,000.00 to the Beltrami County Council on Aging,

$2,000.00 to the Beltrami County Sheriff’s Office to be earmarked for the Lakes Area Diving Team.

Motion carried unanimously
Clerk position:  The clerk has re-advertised the clerk position in the Bemidji Pioneer for 10 working days as the  Bemidji Township Employment Policy (created April 1999) requires vacancies to  be posted (cost was $518.59 for 10 working days, $711.54 if weekends were added).  The ad specifies a letter of application and resume should be sent to the Town Hall office by April 5, 2012, and “Applicants need not be a resident of Bemidji Township” was added.

Rental Ordinance Enforcement:  Jan Heuer stated Andrew Mack, JPB staff, is formulating what “it might look like” if the JPB takes over enforcement of the Bemidji Township Rental Ordinance.  There was some discussion to having someone be a contact person now.  The clerk stated she usually went through the county lists at the beginning of March each year to get started on letters and phone calls to potential new landlords (clerk resigned this position in November 2011).  The Board requested this item be placed on the agenda again next month.
ADJOURN

Lowell Vagle made a motion, seconded by Brian Merschman, to adjourn.

Motion carried and the meeting was adjourned at 8:12 p.m.

Prepared by Lanee Paulson, Clerk

____________________________________ Approved _____________________

Lanee Paulson, Clerk

____________________________________

Jan Heuer, Chairperson
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